
Planit & Deals 
Platform 





What is Shaw Media? 

Our Brand’s Promise is to Provide 

•Relevant Information 

•Marketing Solutions 

•Community Advocacy 



The Key Point 

•Weekly Big Deal Keeps Quality High 

•Our Planit Platform allows for deals in 

aggregate to drive volume 

•The Planit Promise Leverages Our Brand 

Equity in the Market 



Deals: Fad Or What? 

We believe that the popularity of Deals are a natural outgrowth of a down 

economy. People are price conscious and loss-leaders work. 

 

“In a down economy, there is no such thing as brand loyalty”. 

Give me a great offer with immediacy, and I can steal your customers” 

                                                                                    -Mike Blinder 

 

 



So Why Enter This Space? 

• Direct Commerce is an entirely new revenue stream for us. It is an 

opportunity outside of digital display or circulation revenues. 

 

• Unlike a paywall, it’s making money AND driving traffic AND has 

scale. 

 

• We are a true, local partner. With such a low technological barrier to 

entry, it is fragmenting nationally. 

 



  

• 2010 Best Online Innovation: Inland New Frontier Awards 
 

• From the Judges: “There’s a nice combination of content and utility. If I 
lived in this community, I would find this a valuable resource for 
planning my activities as well as shopping. We like the way the 
calendar planning integrates with—and drives traffic to—the business 
directory features.” 



• What is Planit? 
– A heavily promoted local shopping, dining, and  

 entertainment web site 

 

• Hybrid Platform 
–   Calendars and Showcase Pages Are Proprietary 

• Lack of flexibility and pricing an issue with the vendors we have encountered in the 
space 

 

–    E-Commerce by SecondStreet Media 

•  Leader in the Deals Space 

•  Easy To Use 

•  Easy To Work With 

•  Good Customer Service  



 

• Who is It?:   
– Families with children (skew Women 35+) 

– Audience actively seeking ways to do things and  

 spend money locally 

 

• Why Planit?  Every business needs a strong web presence 
 

– The Internet now represents 32.5% of the typical “Media day” for all U.S. adults. 
 

– 89% of consumers making in-store purchases have conducted research online. 
 

– 82% of people using local search sites followed up with an offline action, e.g., in-store 
visit, phone call. 

Center For Media Research June 2009 

The Kelsey Group 2009 

BIG Research - SearchEngineLand.com 2009 



What’s On Planit? 

•Local Events Calendar 
•Shopping 
•Dining  
•Entertainment 
•Movie Showtimes 
•Concert Tickets 
•Theater 
•Great Local Deals 
•Coupons 
•Contests 
•Parties 
•Business Directories 
•Family Fun Ideas 

 
 

 



•SAVE TIME 

•Planit aggregates the information that people are seeking into one 
easy-to-use site, helping them to organize and de-stress their lives. 

 

•SAVE MONEY 

•Great local deals on the best places in town, without having to drive 
miles from home. 

 

•STAY CONNECTED 

•The Planit Events Calendar is filled with festivals, community events, 
and activities for the kids so locals keep coming back, helping to 
reinforce community identity. 



•IT’S LOCAL 
•Targeting customers in your area is the most effective use of your 
marketing dollars. 
 

•IT’S INTERACTIVE 
•Quickly and easily adjust your offers and coupons to meet your 
marketing goals. 
 

•IT’S AUTHORITATIVE 
•Shaw Media’s local brand equity confers a “stamp of approval” onto 
your business and your products.  
 

•IT’S EASY 
•Planit gives you online, print, email, video, Facebook, Twitter, and 
more, improving your local presence online. 



Planit has the full support of Shaw Media’s 
Established Brands. 

•Print & Online promotional ads in: 

•Northwest Herald 

•Daily Chronicle 

•Kane County Chronicle 

•Inclusion in McHenry County Magazine 

•Inclusion in Kane County Magazine 

•Weekly Deals & events Email blasts 

•Big Deal Email blasts 

•Planit Parties 

•Facebook, Twitter, & YouTube 

•Contests 





Showcase Pages can Include: 

•Photos 
•Videos 
•Menus 
•Reviews 
•Catalogues 
•Contact Info 
•Contests 
•Coupons 
•Google Map & Directions 
•Share on Facebook or Twitter 
•Links 
•Feeds 
•Print or email a friend 
 

 







How the Big Deals Work 

 We Choose One A Week 

 Market Size – 1 Good one instead of many 

OK ones 

 Sharpens our Focus and Maximizes 

Marketing for the Client. 

 Still have on-going, discounted Gift 

Certificates on Planit sites. 



•$99.95 for Standard Room 
Accommodations for 4 which 
includes 4 waterpark passes. 
 

•Group Wide Deal 
 

•Access to their email DB 
 

•Result: Over $78,000 in 5 days 
 



Why did it work? 
 
1. It was a fabulous deal. Indoor waterparks are very popular in our area. And 

50% off of family fun on this scale was very attractive. 
 

2. We were a flexible partner and we able to offer them aggressive print and rich 
media promotional consideration. 
 

3. We were able to have them send an email on to their (large) database of 
email. 



Energetic Contest Outperformed Our High Expectations 
 
1. A Short, Timeframe Focused the Core Reps along with a fun atmosphere and 

prizes. 
 

2. Three markets had a contest to each sign up 40 showcase pages. We ended 
up signing up 249! 

 
1. Many of the deals are from New Relationships and High Profile, Recognized 

restaurants. 
 



Why Planit Works 
 

• It’s Really Easy for a business to get on it. 
• They can choose to pay their fee in vouchers if they wish. 

 
• We are marketing them constantly. 

 
• There is a robust events calendar and a great deals.  

• People can always find things do do and ways to save in our 
communities. 



What’s Next? 

• This platform can position us to do a lot of good in our communities. 

 

• An important part of Shaw Media’s Brand Promise is to be a 

Community Advocate. 

 

• We are currently exploring what we call the Big Help, which will 

enable fundraising for victims and families of local tragedies. 



Thanks! 
 

Ben Shaw 

bdshaw@shawmedia.com 


